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Why does the zebra have stripes and the elephant a long trunk? How did the giraffe acquire a long

neck and why does a hippopotamus lie in muddy water all day? How does an acacia tree kill

grazing wild? Do wild animals speak to each other and do they have feelings?In The Greatest

Safari, the reader is taken on an African adventure and told stories about the feelings, senses and

communication of the savannahÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s many inhabitants. From sausage trees, cycads, termites

and ants to lions, hyenas, bats and gorillas.This book deals with the mechanisms that propelled life.

We humans have acquired the facility of feeling we are something special, and thus also the feeling

that we constitute an evolutionary zenith. In contradiction to this, nature is indifferent and within its

boundaries there is only one criterion for success, namely survival. What the brain can produce in

terms of poetry and nuclear physics is beneath notice compared with the ability to survive. If we

accept the prehistoric people Homo habilis and Homo erectus as the first human beings on Earth,

bacteria are still thousands of times older and are currently the most successful organism.
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From a natural science perspective the book seeks to answer some very essential questions of life.

The book takes the reader on a journey through the history of evolution. All the questions dealt with

have their offspring in the authors personal experiences and wonderings arising from his extensive

travel to and love for Africa. The answers to the questions combine scientific explanations, with

philosophical wonderings, which topped with personal anecdotes makes the book a pleasure to

read. And even though you might not get all the scientific facts presented to you, one thing is for

sure, after reading this book you definitely want to feel that 'Greatest Safari' on your own skin.
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